
Portlanders Want a Real
Voice and Real Choices.
Our city hall works best when everyone’s voice is heard. But sometimes special
interest groups lobby so loudly, our voices get drowned out. That’s why every
Portlander should have a direct voice and vote on how we spend our city budget.
When you say Yes for Your 2 Cents, Portland residents will get to decide how to
spend 2% of the city budget. This means you can help shape how Portland spends
2% of our money – to make our neighborhoods stronger, and our city better.

Hey Portland! What’s
YOUR TWO CENTS?

Builds on proven success of 7,000+
municipalities worldwide and 100+
U.S. cities like New York, Boston, St.
Louis, and Seattle.

Expands promising pilots by Metro
and youth in East Portland to bring
community budgeting citywide
across all neighborhoods.

Puts the power in residents’ hands
to vote directly on funding for
education, public safety,
homelessness services, and parks.

Brings residents together while
making city government work better
and improving our diverse
neighborhoods and communities.

A Proven Plan for Portland:

You get to
decide!

Homeless
services? 

Better
neighborhood
parks?

 
YOUR 2

CENTS PDX: 

Afterschool
activities or
childcare? 

Public Safety
programs?

Do you want
more street
lights on your
block?

A youth
jobs
apprenticeship?

 

Let us know:
www.Your2CentsPDX.com



Deepening Local Democracy 

5. Does PB work in cities like Portland?
Yes. Cities like Seattle, Chicago, St. Louis, and New York
use PB and see better neighborhoods, stronger
community ties, and more trust in government. Oregon
pilots have also shown strong results. Now it’s time to
bring it citywide to Portland. https://yourtwocentspdx.com/

1. What is Your 2 Cents Portland?
Your 2 Cents lets Portlanders directly decide how to spend
2% of the city budget. Residents deliberate and decide on
projects—parks, housing, street safety, cleanup, childcare,
and more.

6. Where did this idea come from?
PB has been growing across the U.S. since 2009. Every
major West Coast city except Portland has launched a PB
process. Portlanders have pushed for it for years, but City
Council hasn’t acted. So community groups launched Your
2 Cents to let voters decide.

2. Will this raise my taxes?
No. It simply dedicates 2% of the existing budget—
money the city already collects. 7. What happens if we pass Your 2 Cents?

The City Charter will require Portland to run a PB program
every year. Residents propose and vote on projects, an
oversight committee ensures fairness, and the City
Auditor reviews it. Funding—about $16–17 million—starts
in 2027–28, with the first full PB cycle by July 2028.

3. Why is this campaign needed?
Right now, insiders and special interests dominate
decisions. Your 2 cents gives everyday residents a direct
say over a portion of the budget through a widely
practiced process known as participatory budgeting, 

4. What is Participatory Budgeting?
Participatory budgeting—PB—lets residents propose
ideas, turn them into real projects, vote, and see winning
projects funded and implemented.

8. What happens if it doesn’t pass?
Nothing changes. Special interests stay in control of
spending decisions.

9. Can Portland afford this?
Yes. This is about who decides how money is spent, not
spending more. City officials control 100% of the budget
now—Your 2 Cents lets residents decide on 2%.
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